Dear 5th Grade Parents,


Today, your child was able to see the different instruments that are available to play through the band program.  I have asked B&B Music in Camden, DE to provide a “Band Rental Night” on Tuesday, September 16th at 7pm in the Denton Elementary School Cafeteria for Denton Elementary, Ridgely Elementary, and Greensboro Elementary Schools.  The purpose of this event is to allow you the opportunity to obtain a long lasting instrument for your child without making an extra trip to a music store. Students are highly encouraged to obtain their instruments through the B&B rental program.  You should have also received a pamphlet containing information regarding the rental program.  Please read through this information carefully, and feel free to contact B&B Music or myself with any questions or concerns you may have.  Other items for your child’s instrument will also be on hand for purchase at the rental night.  I have included a list as well as prices at the bottom of this letter for your convenience.   If you plan on purchasing an instrument on your own time through B&B Music, that is fine; please make sure your child has their instrument for the first band practice on Thursday, September 18th.  Please take some time to talk with your child about which instrument he/she would like to play in the band, fill out the attached sheet, and return it to me by Wednesday, September 3rd.  A finalized instrument list will be sent home with your child’s instrument assignment on Friday, September 5th.  PLEASE DO NOT PURCHASE YOUR CHILD’S INSTRUMENT PRIOR TO RECEIVING HIS/HER INSTRUMENT ASSIGNMENT in the event that instrument choices need to be changed.   If you already have an instrument that your child would like to use, please contact me to insure that it is of adequate quality.  Quality instrument manufacturers include: Conn, Selmer, Yamaha, Jupiter, and Armstrong.  Rehearsals are scheduled Thursday mornings from 8:00 – 8:45 as well as twenty minute band lessons on Thursday afternoons between 1:20 – 3:30 beginning on Thursday, September 18th.  Please note that band students MUST be present for both before school rehearsals as well as afternoon lessons as different instruction is provided.  Therefore, it is necessary to provide the appropriate transportation to school so band students are in attendance by 8am.  I will be sending home a more detailed schedule before the rental night.  I hope to see your child in band this year!  


Please place this letter on your refrigerator at home so you can remember the date of the rental night.  If you have any questions, please call me at Denton Elementary School at 410-479-1660 or email me at nicole_oesterle@mail.cl.k12.md.us.  I hope to see many of you on the evening of the 16th. 

Sincerely,

Mrs. Nicole Oesterle
Items on hand at the rental night:

Reeds (REQUIRED FOR THESE INSTRUMENTS) - Clarinet $17.00  Alto Sax $21.00 per box of 10
Care Kit -  $23.00 (give or take a dollar or 2 depending on the instrument)
Music Stands (HIGHLY RECOMMENDED) – $17.00
Books (REQUIRED) -  $8.99 for all but percussion.  Percussion is $14.99
My child ____________________________________ would like to play the: (Please pick three different options.  Place a 1 next to your first instrument choice, a 2 next to your second instrument choice, and a 3 next to your third instrument choice.*)
_______  Flute

_______  Clarinet

_______  Saxophone

_______  Trumpet

_______  Trombone

_______  Percussion (snare drum, bass drum, etc…)


*Please note that in order to obtain a proper balance with the band, Mrs. Oesterle will only be taking SIX percussionists on a first-come first-served basis.
*In most cases, students will be able to play their first instrument choice.  However, please understand that there has to be a balance between instruments.  For example, not everyone can play saxophone.  Some students may have to go with their second instrument choice so we have about an even number of all instruments for the band. 
Parent signature _____________________________________  Phone Number ______________

Homeroom Teacher ___________________________________
