5th Grade Band
Schedule and Guidelines

2017 – 2018 

Thank you for your interest in the 5th Grade Band at Denton Elementary!  I am so happy that your child has chosen to be a member of this group.  This sheet outlines our schedule for the year and the guidelines for the ensemble.  Please pay close attention to the Attendance Guidelines section; it explains what to do in case of absences.  Please add the “Band” channel on the SchoolWay app for periodic information; this is also how rehearsal cancelations will be announced if needed!  If you have any questions, you may contact me at (410) 479-1660 or by email at oesterle.nicole@ccpsstaff.org.

Sincerely, 

Nicole Oesterle

Director of Music

Concert Dates:


Winter Concert:  Thursday, December 14th at 6:30 pm.  


Spring Concert: Thursday, May 3rd at 6:30 pm.  


*Both concerts will be held in the North Caroline High School auditorium. 

*The band students will also be REQUIRED to attend dress rehearsals in the North Caroline High School Auditorium on December 12th and May 2nd.  The dress rehearsals will also take place at 6:30pm.  Please see information in the concert section regarding this.

Additional performances may be added throughout the year.

Rehearsal Schedule (Fall):
*Rehearsals take place every Thursday morning from 8:00 – 8:45am.  Band lessons will also take place Thursday afternoons between 1:20 – 3:30pm.  Twenty minutes will be allotted for each instrument in the afternoon.  A schedule for band lessons will be posted outside the music room and announced at the end of morning rehearsals.  It is the students’ responsibility to check the band lesson schedule every week so they know what time to come for their lessons!     


September:  28

October:  5, 12, 19, 26

November:  2, 9, 16, 30
December:  7 

*Please mark these days on your calendar at home so no one is missing from rehearsals.  If there is any confusion about the schedule, please contact me immediately! 
*All rehearsals begin promptly at 8:00 am on the stage in the cafeteria.  Please have your child at school by 7:50 to allow time for setup so we can begin right at 8:00am!
*Since the building remains locked at all times, I will open the front cafeteria doors to allow students entry between 7:45 - 7:50am.  PLEASE DO NOT BUZZ INTO THE SCHOOL as most staff members are not in the building at this time.  If you arrive before 7:50, please have your child wait in the car until the door opens for safety reasons.  We do not want students left unattended in case of emergencies.
*If school is delayed or canceled because of snow, fog, etc…, morning rehearsal will be canceled; we WILL still have afternoon lessons on Thursdays in the event of a delay.
*Please do not drop off younger siblings with band members for morning practice as it is a safety issue, and they will be left unattended.   

Attendance Guidelines:

It is very important that your child be at every rehearsal and on time.  However, I know that there are times when they will be unable to attend.  Excused absences are as follows: illness and family emergency.  Please try to schedule appointments another day of the week.  If your child is absent or going to be absent from a rehearsal, please send a note explaining the absence, and in most cases the absence will be marked as excused.  Any absences not accompanied with a note will be marked as unexcused.  Please make sure to have your child here no later than 7:50am. 

Unexcused absences or consistent tardiness may result in the removal of your child from the group.  Please note the important information below:


*1-2 unexcused absences or tardiness will result in warnings.


*After the 3rd unexcused absence or tardy, your child will not be allowed to participate in 
the concert.   

Practice Sheet:


All 5th Grade band members will be required to fill out a weekly practice chart located in the front cover of their band book.  This helps to motivate the student to practice at home.  What does this mean for the parents?  Well, parents should encourage their child to practice their instruments five days a week for at least 20 minutes each time.  Students must practice a minimum of 100 minutes per week.  We will begin by practicing for 20 minutes a week and gradually work up to 100 minutes due to muscle development.  The student will fill out the necessary information on the practice chart, and the parent is required to sign off on it as proof that their child practiced for the said amount of time.  If a student fails to turn in their practice chart on the day it is due, it is marked the same as an unexcused absence.  Therefore, if a student fails to turn in three practice charts, they are not allowed to participate in the concert.  Practice not only makes perfect, it makes permanent!   

Rehearsal Conduct:

We take pride in the excellence of our music program at DES.  To ensure that excellence, every student will be asked to sign a “contract of conduct” on the first day of rehearsal.  This contract will act as a promise toward the ensemble during rehearsals, performances, and in school.  The following items are on the promise:

I promise to:


*Come to rehearsal on time, prepared, and ready to play my best.


*Be courteous and respectful to my fellow band members and director.


*Strive to become a better musician by following the instructions of the director.


*Do my best to represent my band and my school by being respectful at performances 
outside of DES and by being a responsible student and citizen during the school day.

Students who break this promise (i.e. show disrespect during rehearsals, receive an office referral during school, etc…) will be subject to removal from the ensemble.

Concert Dress and dress rehearsal information:

BOYS:  White dress shirt, black pants, black socks, and black shoes.

*No t-shirts, tennis shoes, or white socks, please!

GIRLS:  White dress shirt, black pants or skirt (at least KNEE length or LONGER!), pantyhose if skirt worn, black leggings or tights for skirts also, black socks if pants worn, and black dress shoes.

*No t-shirts, spaghetti straps, white socks, or tennis shoes, please!

The bottom line is to look “professional.”  You are the performers, and we want you to take pride in your appearance.  Any questions, bring the outfit in and I’ll let you know.

Dress rehearsals have been scheduled in the North Caroline High School auditorium to allow the band students to practice in an unfamiliar location before the actual evening of the concert.  The dates and times are as follows:


Dress rehearsal for the Winter Concert:  Tuesday, December 12th at 6:30pm.


Dress rehearsal for the Spring Concert:  Wednesday, May 2nd at 6:30pm.

Further details regarding the dress rehearsals will be sent home closer to the concert dates.  Students DO NOT need to wear their concert clothes for the dress rehearsals.    
Parents, thank you for encouraging your child to participate and excel in music.  Participating in band is a great way to build friendships, be part of a team, and allow your child to increase his/her education of the world through music.  If you ever have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me.     

*Please detach, sign, and return the bottom portion of this form by the first day of rehearsal.*

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I ___________________________________ have read and understand the schedule and guidelines presented in this form.  My child _________________________________ will strive his/her best to be at every rehearsal, on time and ready to play.

Parent Signature  ________________________________  Phone number __________________

Student Signature  ________________________________________________   
